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Empowering Steps - 1 Mile Remembrance Walk

September 14th, the Ovarian Cancer
Project’s 2nd Annual Empowering Steps
Walk brought hundreds of survivors,
families, and supporters together at
Beaver Island State Park for a day filled
with strength, hope, and connection.

This year, more than 425 walkers and

28 fundraising teams joined forces,
raising over $45,500 to help us continue
supporting those affected by gynecologic
cancers.

We are deeply grateful to our generous
sponsors and to everyone who took a
step—literally and figuratively—to raise
awareness, promote education, and
foster empowerment.

We look forward to hosting this inspiring
event again next year and hope you’ll
join us as we continue to walk together
toward a future of hope and healing.
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THANK YOU to all of our event sponsors!

Dear Friends,

want to express my sincere

appreciation for all your

support. This year has been
truly special. Your generosity during
the Annual Geranium Sale and the 2nd
Annual Empowering Steps Walk, along
with contributions from corporate and
individual donors, and fundraisers such
as Reelin’ For A Cure and the RevCo
Volleyball Tournament, has made a
significant impact. You have helped
us empower the community through

education, awareness, and support.

Community engagement remains a

vital part of our work. With a $25,000
Community Advocacy Innovation Award
from Daichii-Sankyo US Pharmaceutical
Manufacturing, we have launched the
second phase of our Education and Media
Initiative. This phase involves translating
our symptom and risk cards into Spanish,
Burmese, and Arabic. Our goal is to

increase community awareness about the
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symptoms and risk factors of gynecologic cancer,
encouraging early detection to improve survival rates.

We are seeking a Community Liaison to connect with
community leaders and participate in health fairs and local
events, to promote our education campaign. Please reach

out to me if you or someone you know is interested.

As Thanksgiving approaches, | would like to extend my
gratitude to our donors, volunteers, sponsors, community
partners, and members of the Board of Directors. Your
dedication advances our mission as we work to build a
stronger community for everyone affected by gynecologic

cancer.

Wishing you and your loved ones a happy holiday season
and a Happy New Year!
Warm regards,

Marianne Hoover
OCP Executive Director
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Survivor Spotlight

Joanne Randles
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In 2020, during the COVID pandemic, Joanne

was experiencing frequent back pain. Then she
discovered a lump in her neck—initially thought to
be thyroid-related—but further testing revealed
stage IV ovarian cancer. Since then, she has faced
chemotherapy and surgeries with remarkable
courage.

Joanne first learned about the Ovarian Cancer
Project (OCP) through her work in real estate,
where a friend affiliated with the OCP introduced
her to the organization. She has since embraced the
support and community we offer to survivors and
their caregivers.

“l am so grateful to Kathleen (Maxian) for starting
the Ovarian Cancer Project. It’s such a caring and
supportive group. They help answer questions,
offer great resources, and provide different types of
activities to keep your mind off what you’re going
through,” says Joanne.

When feeling well, she enjoys attending annual
retreats, Coffee Talk, yoga, and other monthly
activities. Most recently, she joined her husband in
walking for hope at our Empowering Steps Walk.

“I’m doing as much as | can, taking each day one
step at a time. The ladies at the Ovarian Cancer
Project are great at keeping in touch. We call each
other to offer support,” she adds.

A proud mother of three, Joanne is in her 70s
and calls Snyder, New York, home. Her strength,
resilience, and dedication to staying active in our

survivor community is truly inspiring.



Because of You For Geranium Lovers

“Every five minutes, someone’s life changes with a Donate $250 and receive (2) Flats of
gynecologic cancer diagnosis.” This month, please 10 geraniums, your choice of color, to
consider making an end-of-year donation to the OCP. be picked up at our 2026 Geranium
Your support advances our mission as we create a strong Sale on May 9th, 2026.

community for everyone affected by gynecologic cancer. FOR DONATIONS:

Your impact: Checks can be made payable to:

“Ovarian Cancer Project”.

25 distributes 100 symptom and risk information
$ 5 . ymp Or use a credit card online at OvarianCancerProject.org

cards in our community.

To make an even bigger impact,

$50 delivers a Comfort & Hope Tote to a newly
become a monthly donor.

diagnosed survivor.

Scan QR code to
make a donation.

$1 0O sends a survivor to our Annual 3-Day Retreat

$250 supports Coffee Talk for one month
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Annual 3 Day Retreat

Fifteen survivors spent time together at our annual Irene Kulbacki, our facilitator, explored practices

retreat in September at the Asbury Retreat Center that enhance overall quality of life, including yoga,

in Silver Lake. The theme was “True Belonging,” meditation, and journaling, while connecting with

based on the work of social researcher Brené Brown. nature.
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$25 | $50 | $100 | $250 Every Donation Makes a Difference
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HOLIDAY &
DEAL!

FREE Geraniums with
$250 Donation
See inside for details.
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Visit our Events page at OvarianCancerProject.org
for updated schedules and events.

Upcoming Events

Survivor Support Group: Meets 3rd Saturday 3rd Annual RevCo Volleyball Tournament:
each month, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm on Zoom. In Memory of Linda Ganci on Saturday, January 10,
Registration required. 2025, at 10 am at the ROCK (formerly BNCC). Accepting
Caregiver Support Group: For information, donations of baskets, raffle items, and food for the day
please contact us at 716-458-0382 or of the event.

info@ovariancancerproject.org. 14th Annual Geranium Sale

Presale only. All orders are due by April 24, 2026.
Pick up day is Saturday, May 9, 2026. Order forms
available in March.
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